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Court verdict and heavy
sentences were issued for
the environmental activ-

Commencement of water pumping operations of
Karun tributaries through the third Koohrang tunnel

ists in Ch & B due to pro- According to the announcement of Isfahan Regional Water public relations, based on
test against Sabzkuh water the approval of Zayandehrud Coordinati.on Council, .from April 25., this project, Which
transfer tunnel now faces numerous environmental, social and security challenges in the two provinces

of Khuzestan and Chaharmahal & Bakhtiari, is supposed to transfer 4.5 cubic meters per

second of water to Zayandehrud by pumping. However, neither the pumping time nor

the amount of water required for the inhabitants of the river downstream has been deter-
' mined. It is worth mentioning that the Koohrang 3 project is designed to transfer water
t from the Karun catchment area located in Biregan to the Zayandehrud. In a letter to the
judiciary, the Vahdat-e- Sabz environmental organization in Farrokhshahr wrote:

“The Koohrang 3 project does not have any permission from Environmental Organiza-
tion, Cultural Heritage Organization, Natural Resources Organization, Agricultural Orga-
nization, Department of Tribal Affairs and other legal authorities. It is unfortunate that no
environmental assessment study have been carried out on the third Koohrang tunnel and it
has been mentioned only on the cover of the assessment report. This means that the proj-
ect currently in operation does not have any environmental permits. Another issue that
was not taken into account when planning the pumping operation is that the environmen-
tal assessment report of the Koohrang 3 project states that there are no towns or villages
downstream of the Koohrang 3 dam. Whereas, there are a significant number of towns
and villages downstream of the dam, and the unregulated pumping of water dries up the
river and damages the downstream areas. This issue has happened in previous years, so
that due to the pumping of water from the Koohrang River to the Zayandehrud, at the
same time with the visit of the former President to Isfahan in May 2017, the Koohrang
River dried up completely. Lack of technical studies not only disrupts the rights of local
communities downstream of the dam, but also threatens the lives of dozens of plant and
animal species due to the existence of the Caesarea Protected Area”.

“The unfortunate thing that has not been taken into account so far is that the river’s
environmental needs are 46 million cubic meters per year, which is not achieved in any
way by perform pumping operations. On 2021/7/21, at the time of the visit of the official
court expert, the discharge of Koohrang River is measured at 2.48 cubic meters per sec-
ond, which practically means nothing more than the drying of the river with the approved
rate of 4.5 cubic meters. It is worth mentioning that the water flowing in the Koohrang

River can be considered as a small water right from the unreleased environmental water
zkuh tun'nel‘ workshop. The defendz.ints right of the Koohrang tunnels 1 and 2, from%vhich itis not allowed to be extracted at all.”
have denied involvement in the operation.

—_— = = }L: —— e ————————
Call for the design of “statue and badge of Aposh”:
Granting the Aposh Award to environmental destroyers

Branch 101 of the Criminal Court of
the two cities of Borujen (former crimi-
nal branch 101) headed by Judge Mohsen
Jalili Pirani issued verdicts against 37 pro-
testers of the Sabzkuh water transfer proj-
ect. In this court verdict, the defendants
were condemned to heavy sentences of
seven years in prison, flogging and fines
for charges such as assisting in disturbing
public order by inciting the public and
participating in the destruction of state and
public property. The Sabzkuh tunnel is
located at the Karun tributary, and the de-
fendants protested against the construction
of the Sabzkuh tunnel because it has not
the environmental permit. The plaintiffs in
this case are Khatam-al-Anbia Construc-
tion Headquarters and Chaharmahal &
Bakhtiari Regional Water. In 2015, pro-
testers took part in a symbolic ceremony
for the Aloghareh spring, which had dried
up due to the digging of the Sabzkuh wa-
ter transfer tunnel, and held a Bakhtiari
mourning ceremony, in which they played
a Chap instrument dedicated to mourning
in the Bakhtiari tradition. After the cere-
mony, unknown men attacked the Sab-

People’s Campaign to Support the Kind Zagros with the participation of environmental organizations across the country published a call for the
design of a “statue and badge of Aposh”. According to ILNA, the secretariat of the campaign announced: » The campaign intends in accordance with
article 50 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran and in line with macro environmental policies, with the cooperation and participation of
non-governmental organizations, environmental figures and several officials, to identify and introduce effective factors and groups in the implementa-
tion of illegal and unprincipled projects that lead to the destruction of the environment and granting them the Aposh Award. «

In Iranian mythology, “Aposh” is the “demon of drought”, which has long been known among the people of Iran as an enemy of “Tishtar”, the god
of rain. This demon has an important symbolic position in a country like Iran, which has always faced the problem of water deficit and destruction of
water resources. The “Aposh Award” is a symbolic step in criticizing the culture of impunity and a step towards introducing characters or institutions
that sacrifice nature and valuable God-given and intergenerational resources for short-term or unsustainable economic interests. May these characters or
groups reconsider their behavior, or may our symbolic outcry lead to the necessary legal action. The deadline for submitting works has been announced
from 1th of May 2022 to 17th of June. The judges of this festival in the statue section are: Neda Mazdhab Jafari, Hamid Shans, Mehdi Rangchi, Hamid-
reza Sadeghzadeh, Bijan Ghonchehpour, Hossein Davari Nejad and Abbas Eftekhari. And in the badge section are: Neda Mazdhab Jafari, Mohammad
Kazem Falsafi, Shahab-Alddin Nejad Tehrani, Farzad Adibi and Mehdi Ahmadi. The Artistic Secretary of this festival is Ms. Bita Hassani

— ————————————————
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The complaint case against the head of the planning and Budget Organization
was referred to Branch )+ 89 of the Ynd Penitentiary - State Employees of Tehran

Following the inclusion of unlicensed environmental projects in the 1401 budget, the Khuzestan Association of Defenders of Environmental Rights
and Natural Resources complained to the head of the planning and Budget Organization. The complaint, which was rejected by Public and Revolutionary
court (Branch 1059 of the 2nd Penitentiary - State Employees of Tehran), was protested by the Environmental Association. The full text of the protest bill
" - ofthis association is as follows:

»As you are aware, the esteemed government submitted the 2022 budget bill to the Islamic Consultative Assembly on 12 December 2021. Examina-
tion of the budget bill revealed that more than 411 projects subject to environmental assessment are in the 2022 budget lines, which do not have a legal
permit. According to the explicit text of the general environmental policies of the Supreme Leader announced on 2015/11/17 and Articles 105 of the Third
Development Plan Law, Article 71 of the Fourth Development Plan Law, paragraph A of Article 192 of the Fifth Development Plan Law and Atticle 2
and paragraph A Article 38 of the Sixth Development Plan Law, as well as the regulation of environmental impact assessment of large production, service
and construction projects approved on 2011/11/19, executive bodies are required to obtain a license before implementation and in the study, feasibility
and location stages.

Meanwhile, in continuation of the illegal process of previous governments and contrary to Article 23 of the Law on Adding Certain Articles to the
Law on Regulating Part of the Government Financial Regulations adopted in 2014, the government proposes a plan to acquire capital assets in the budget
| lines and refuses to remove the lines of unlicensed environmental projects and other legal permits in the 1401 budget. Whereas the previous governments

|| were obliged to refiain from proposing plans with the nature of study and implementation in the budget at the same time, or at least it was expected that
in the 2022 budget, the previous misconduct would be corrected by the new government. Among them we can mention the projects with titles of study
and implementation in budget lines at the same time, such as drinking water transfer projects in Alborz and Tehran provinces from Taleghan dam, water
transfer to northem cities of Kerman province, Caspian water transfer to the central plateau, Water transfer to the Central Plateau, Marber Dam, Belbar
Dam. Contrary to Article 2 of the Accession Law, which stipulates that projects must be included in the ranks of capital asset acquisition plans only within
the framework of the Constitution, the vision document, the five-year development laws, it must have environmental, financial, social studies and ec.,
Program and Budget Organization has included 411 projects in the 2022 budget, which according to the correspondence No. 1400/100/34139 dated
2021/12/28 addressed to the Speaker of the Parliament, do not have environmental license and other legal permits.

The appeasement of the PBO over the past two decades has been such that there has been no will to remove projects without legal permits in the budget
lines, and it is clear that the use of funds must comply with the relevant regulations. The important point is that the Planning and Budget Organization,
regardless of the law, allocates funds to unlicensed projects, some of which have had physical progress. The list of the projects is attached to the corre-
spondence of the Abadan MP to the Head of the PBO in this file. In this situation, the PBO not only did not eliminate these rows in the annual budget, but
also on the pretext that the plans were included in the budget of previous years, it has been repeated in the annual budget of 2022. However, the condition
for the projects to be included in the annual budget and to be included in the property acquisition projects is to obtain legal permits, and not just to include
the project in the budget lines.«

The Association of Defenders of Environmental Rights and Natural Resources of Khuzestan brings in its protest statement about the crimes committed
by the PBO: »What is certain is that the Planning and Budget Organization and Mr. Massoud Mirkazemi personally, in violation of the proposed reg-
ulations and contrary to the explicit text of Article 598 of the Islamic Penal Code, have illegally appropriated government funds by presenting the 1401
budget bill. It is obvious that environmental regulations and compliance with the criteria related to environmental assessments have a close and complete
relationship with national security and repeated violations of the relevant regulations have led to disruption of this security in various cities, including
Isfahan and Khuzestan. However, with regard to the above, while inquiring from the Environmental Protection Organization regarding the comment on
the 411 projects mentioned in the budget bill, based on Articles 64 and 262 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, we request that you prosecute the head of
- the PBO on charges of acting against national security by allocating funds to illegal projects and misappropriating government funds.«

e ———— e = : —

The head of the National Security Council called for an investigation into the cu-
mulative effects of Karun water transfer projects on Khuzestan

Following the publication of the letter of Jalil Mokhtar, Abadan MP, to the Chairman of the Security Council and criticism of the con-
tinuation of the wrong practices of previous governments regarding the transfer of water from Khuzestan rivers in the new government,
Ahmad Vahidi, Ahmad Vahidi issued her order to investigate the cumulative effects of Karun water transfer projects on Khuzestan. A copy
of this letter has been sent to the Deputy Minister of Security and Civil Engineering of the Ministry of Interior. If this order is fulfilled, it
will be the first time that the study of these effects will be on the government’s agenda.

Abadan MP, in his letter criticized the non-public and illegal actions of the governors and security officials of Isfahan and Chaharmahal
& Bakhtiari provinces in agreeing to implement Karun water transfer projects behind closed doors without informing Khuzestan officials
and representatives. He emphasized that Khuzestan does not have the capacity to transfer water. It is worth mentioning that according to
Jalil Mokhtar’s correspondences and the documents he presented, the Beheshtabad tunnel workshop in Charmahin was equipped after a
secret agreement between the officials of Isfahan and Chaharmahal & Bakhtiari provinces in the Security Council. The environmental
organization has declared the agreement illegal. So far, officials in Isfahan and Ch & B have not remarked on the content of the letter.
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Preventing the biological threat of
the Persian Gulf

“On the day of the Persian Gulf”, Rafiei, the head of the
environmental parliamentary party of the 11th parliament said:

»Our mission is to prevent the biological threat of the Per-
sian Gulf, which has reached a maximum in recent years with
the presence of trawlers. «

»One day, if the mission of our fathers was to expel for-
eigners from the Persian Gulf, today our mission is to prevent
the biological threat of the Persian Gulf, which has reached a
maximum in recent years with the presence of trawlers. The
sea is generous as long as humans treat it properly,« Somayeh
Rafiei wrote on her official Twitter page.

It is worth mentioning that valuable animal species such as

Widespread criticism of environ-
mentalists for the drying up of Hur-
al-Azim by the oil company

Following the resurgence of the particulates phenom-
enon, environmentalist in Khuzestan staged a massive
protest against the extension of the Hur-al-Azim drying
policy in order to extract oil. In this virtual campaign it
is stated that:

»We, the country’s environmentalist, call for an end to
the drying up of the Hur-al-Azim Wetland under the pre-
text of oil extraction. If oil is to be extracted from com-
mon sources, it must be done in the water environment
and with the preservation of water rights of Hur-al-Azim
wetland. Dust and pollution from the oil company’s vast

whales, sharks, sea turtles and various fishery fish, etc. are un-
der serious threat due to lack of pollution control and lack of
control of invasive species and unrestrained hunting.

destruction have made life difficult for everyone. For
the constancy of the country, the performance of the oil
company needs to be improved.«

The mulching agreement between Iran and Iraq has been sabotaged

Alireza Beigi, Tabriz MP stated: »It seems that the implementation of this agreement between Iran and Iraq has problems and in order
to face the particulates phenomenon, the necessary action is not taken. It is necessary to explain about this sabotage.«

" »On the other hand, the construction of dams in Turkey has certainly been effective in intensifying the particulates phenomenon and
has led to a reduction in the share of water in various sectors. This issue should be pursued through international law and the path of
diplomacy,« he continued.

»Another issue that should be considered in the face against the particulates phenomenon is the issue of border waters. Unfortunately,
we have limited use of border water resources and we have to exercise our rights in the field of border waters. In recent years, both the
budget allocated a good amount for the use of border waters and the Supreme Leader provided resources to the government from the
Development Fund to control border waters. It must now be reported how much of this credit has been used for this purpose, « Beigi

|| emphasized.

It is worth mentioning that in another action, 39 members of parliament, in their written warnings to the executive officials of the

l‘ country, called for the formation of a gathering (consortium) of cooperation between the neighboring countries affected by the construc-

W' tion of dams in Turkey.

Support of international organizations of April 'V as “Chaharmahal & Bakhtiari
Day” and “World Day Against Water Transfer Projects”

Simultaneously with naming April 17 as “Chaharmahal & Bakhtiari Day” and “World Day Against Water Transfer Projects”, en- ||
vironmental organizations from around the world issued a statement congratulating environmental activists on this special day. In this
statement, while announcing solidarity with environmental activists in Iran, the Tigris Rescue Movement, in honor of April 17, “Action
Day to Combat Water Transfer”, expressed solidarity with activists in Turkey, Syria, Iraq, and other member countries. We also believe
that rivers must flow in their natural bed in order to sustain the lives of all the human communities and natural ecosystems that have ben-
efited from them throughout history. The signatories of this statement, while expressing solidarity with environmentalists in the Kind ‘
Zagros, in opposing water transfer and dam projects, as well as naming April 17 as Ch & B Day mention: We hope that your pursuit and ‘
international cooperation will ensure the vitality of your country’s valuable water areas.

It should be noted that on the initiative of environmentalists, April 17, the anniversary of the gathering of 30,000 people in Ch & B
province against dam construction and water transfer projects was named as Ch & B Day and the International Day against Water Trans-
fer Projects. On April 2014 ,17, about 30,000 people from this region and the source of Zayandehrud and Karun in Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari province in the protection of these rivers and protest against the Golab and Beheshtabad tunnels, which caused the destruction
of these two rivers and extensive environmental damage in the province and downstream provinces, they marched and shouted against
the transfer of water. I

It is necessary to mention that, despite previous coordination for holding a photo exhibition of environmental struggles of the people |
of Ch & B province with the Department of Culture and Islamic Guidance of Ch & B, the holding of this exhibition was prevented. (‘
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Groundbreaking and opening of unlicensed environmental assessment projects is
prohibited

The head of the Environment Organization called on the governors to prevent groundbreaking and opening of unlicensed environ-
mental assessment projects during provincial trips.

According to Fars News Agency, Ali Selajegheh, the head of the Environment Organization, in a letter asked the governors, con-
sidering the orders of the Supreme Leader, who said: »The issue of environment or preservation of natural resources is not a luxury
and second-rate issue for us; this is a vital issue. In our efforts to develop the country, and also, while emphasizing the president that
development is a secondary issue to the environment and the effects and consequences of the environment should be prevented from
the activities of major development and macroeconomic projects in the country without obtaining an environmental permit, priority
should be given in this area. «

»In previous years, with unusual pressures and pure partisanship, not only did not lead to land preparation and sustainable develop-
ment, but also due to irreparable pollution and destruction, it became an anti-development phenomenon and its harmful effects on the
escalation of environmental crises has provoked public dissatisfaction, « he added.

Selajegheh pointed to the implementation of projects such as freeways, highways and railways, dams, power plants, refineries and
petrochemicals, inter-basin water transfer, etc., and said: »Unfortunately, Unfortunately, these projects have been proposed in recent
years as projects with physical progress but without an environmental permit, and due to non-compliance with laws, rules and regu-
lations, they are always presented as a deep challenge between the executive and supervisory and judicial bodies with this organiza-
tion. Unfortunately, considering that most of the projects are financed by obtaining illegal licenses from some agencies, including the
Program and Budget Organization, and most of these projects were inaugurated with the same license by the senior officials and in
consultation with the people’s representatives in the Islamic Consultative Assembly, they cause a lot of problems for environmentalists.

Other relevant bodies also follow up these cases in the judiciary to resolve the imbalances, part of which is also considered as a
violation of the executive bodies. These imbalances include deforestation and vegetation destruction, lack of observance of quanti-
tative and qualitative boundaries of surface water resources, insufficient supply of water needs of projects, interference with the four
environmental zones, location within cities or interference with prohibited realm, establishment of industry in metropolitan areas and
proximity with the city and the village and social dissatisfaction, including non-fulfillment of the obligations of the executors towards
other agencies and people, which eventually leads to delays in the implementation of projects or judicial suspension orders during the
construction of the project«.

At the end of the letter, Salajeghe noted that in order to avoid future problems and cut the chain of unlicensed project, including the
Environmental Protection Agency’s permit as an environmental assessment permit, strongly avoid groundbreaking and inauguration of
projects by senior officials, which usually happens during provincial trips.

It is worth mentioning that this organization and the provincial affiliated units will have the utmost cooperation to facilitate and expe-
dite the issuance of licenses, as in the past, in a shorter time than the time prescribed by law.

——— == — = ————— — ————

Joint letter of the MPs of Khuzestan and Ch & B to prevent the transfer of Karun
water

Representatives of the Ch & B and Khuzestan provinces wrote a joint letter to the president protesting the Ministry of Energy’s pol-
icies toward the Karun, Karkheh and Dez rivers. In the text of this important letter, we read:

»Respectfully recalls, despite repeated warnings addressed to the Minister of Energy; to defend the environment, protect the country’s
rivers and other water areas, we see that the Ministry of Energy not only does not pay attention to its legal duties, but in particular has
disregarded the Supreme Leader’s macro-environmental policies, as exemplified by the implementation of hundreds of development
projects without legal permits. The consequences of this behavior are the drying up of Khuzestan wetlands and the drying up of springs
in Ch & B, and the exposure of the Karun and Karkheh rivers, etc., and the destruction of the ecosystems of Khuzestan and Ch & B
through structural inefficiencies, management and implementation of water transfer projects. «

» Unfortunately, these days, there are rumors that the Golab tunnel will be flooded, but does not take into account the obligations
contained in the environmental agreement of this project. The process of Golab project has proceeded in a completely abusive manner,
in that all the licenses issued have been obtained after the implementation, and this shows the depth of the violations and the lobbying
for obtaining these licenses. Another question is that if the Golab project is a passive defense project, what does it mean to allocate water
for this project on the low-lying Zayandehrud? Is not this a new load on Zayandehrud? Please clearly explain the reason for the water
intake of this project and the violations committed in obtaining permits, « the letter continued.

These representatives emphasized: »Unfortunately, the Ministry of Energy has left unanswered the correspondence with you re-
garding the need to reduce the allocations for Koohrang 2,1, etc. water transfer projects in accordance with the allocation regulations,
therefore, it is necessary to order again for its practical implementation. Therefore, we request you to follow up and announce that with
what support the subdivisions of the Ministry of Energy have refused to provide the information requested by the judiciary, such as
Branch 3 of the Shahrekord Investigation, in relation to the Koohrang 3 Dam. «
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